
 

 

 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers 

about what you can expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire cohorts (or 

bubbles) to remain at home. Primary information is highlighted in green; Secondary information is 

highlighted in yellow. 

The published government guidance on remote learning can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#res 

Detailed curriculum information related to Remote Education can be found under the Covid-19 

tab of our website. 

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final section 

of this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard 

approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils 

being sent home? 

 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same 

curriculum as they would if they were in school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The class teacher will make contact via email to remind you (parents) of where and how to 

access your child’s remote learning. 

A member of the school team will make contact via email or GroupCall and will ensure that 

your child is aware of where to access learning. All pupils have received lessons in school 

about how to access remote learning – live lessons via Microsoft Teams. 

Pupils will initially have a remote ‘tutorial’ session, with their tutor, to troubleshoot any problems 

with their remote learning.  

 

REMOTE EDUCATION 

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and 

appropriate. 

In primary classes, each subject has online links to lessons, resources, activities and games 

which exactly replicate, or closely match the objectives planned for school-based classes at 

this time. 

In secondary classes, for every subject, the three Cycles across the academic year (each 

Cycle is ten weeks, followed by Assessment Week and Repair Week) has been mapped out 

(available on the website, under the Covid-19 tab). The live lessons, via Microsoft Teams, 

cover broadly the same lessons as if they were in school. Class teachers adapt these lessons 

to ‘frontload’ the key learning and modelled examples, subsequently setting an independent 

task for pupils to complete whilst remaining online to support where needed. 

However, we have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For example, where 

practical is required (Science, Food Technology, Technology, PE) subject leaders will prioritise 

either theory or using online, recorded examples in place of anything which requires specialist 

equipment. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#res
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#res
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Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take 

pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Primary school-aged pupils 4-5 hours 

Secondary school-aged pupils not working 

towards formal qualifications this year 

4-5 hours, following the same timetable as they 

would have in school 

Secondary school-aged pupils working towards 

formal qualifications this year 

4-5 hours, following the same timetable as they 

would have in school 

 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access 

remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the 

following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 

Our primary pupils access live lessons, tutorials and pastoral sessions via Microsoft Teams.   

In the EYFS, work and feedback will be sent and received through the ILD.   

Our secondary pupils will access learning via Microsoft Teams. Their timetable follows the 

same as they would have if they were in school.  

 

 

Your responses to our questionnaire, sent in September and again in December, have 

supported our identification of who needs equipment. Please contact 

admin@dartmouthacademy.org.uk  if your circumstances have changed.  

We have chosen to use Microsoft Teams as the platform for delivering remote learning 

because it can be accessed using any device which has an internet connection. This 

includes a smartphone, a tablet, a laptop, a computer or any other device with a screen.  

The Teaching and Learning protocol which Academy staff use to plan lessons assumes that 

pupils are using a smartphone or tablet and therefore does not require anything beyond this. 

Work can be completed on paper or in an exercise book with submitted work either as a file 

attachment or as a picture uploaded to Teams. This is also a function which works well on a 

smartphone or tablet. 

If your child does not have internet access at home, or they do not have a smartphone, 

tablet, laptop, computer or other device, the Academy will work with you to find a solution to 

ensure your child can access their learning. We have a limited supply of devices and dongles 

for a temporary loan; please email admin@dartmouthacademy.org.uk if you would like to 

request further information about this.  

Alternatively, dependent upon the restrictions of the remote learning period, your child might 

be eligible for face-to-face learning if they would otherwise not be able to complete their 

learning at home due to internet or device limitation. A member of the pastoral team will 

discuss this with you in order to make the best decision for your child.  

mailto:admin@dartmouthacademy.org.uk
mailto:admin@dartmouthacademy.org.uk
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and 

carers should provide at home? 

 

As above, we have chosen to use Microsoft Teams as the platform to deliver remote learning 

as it is accessible for a range of devices which pupils may be using at home. 

At primary, pupils will have ‘live’ lessons delivered throughout the school day to a set 

timetable via Microsoft Teams. 

Class teachers may also set tasks through our regular online resources including Sumdog, 

Times Tables Rockstar, SpaG.com, Spelling Shed and Maths Watch. 

At secondary, the main method for remote learning is ‘live’ lessons, delivered via Microsoft 

Teams, following your child’s usual timetable. Some teachers may also use recorded video 

lessons, either of their own creation or using commercially available websites supporting the 

teaching of specific subjects, such as BBC Bitesize or the Oak National Academy, whilst 

remaining ‘online’ for your child to ask for any help. 

As an Academy, we also use a range of online resources to support learning, such as Sparx for 

Maths or ActiveLearn for French. Class teachers will continue to use these as part of their 

remote learning provision.  

Home Learning will continue to be set on Satchel:One (formerly Show My Homework) as a 

platform your child is familiar with.  

If a teacher is unable to deliver a ‘live’ lesson – for example, if they are unwell – there may be 

alternative approaches for remote learning. This might involve: combining with another class 

teacher for the same subject; watching a recorded video lesson or online resource; or 

instructions for the lesson posted on your child’s class Team.  

 

 

Our Academy motto, ‘Be Your Best Self’, continues to apply for remote learning.  

Primary pupils who are learning from home are expected to join the live 30-minute ‘tutor 

session’ each day (with classes staggered across the morning). 

Teachers will provide additional an additional daily, live support session as an online ‘class 

forum’ focused on Maths and English.  Pupils and parents are invited and expected to use this 

time to ask questions about the learning that is set. 

For primary age pupils, we ask parents to provide, where possible, a calm, purposeful working 

space and to work alongside your child.  We recognise the challenge that this represents for 

all parents but we are clear that this is the most effective way to provide support at home. 

Secondary pupils should follow the same timetable as they would in school and we would ask 

parents to ensure that they have adequate sleep routines which support this, as well as a 

calm, purposeful working space to study.  

Attendance will be tracked for ‘live’ lessons throughout the day, including the AM tutorial 

period at 8.50am. Non-attendance to the tutorial session will trigger a call from the Student 

Achievement Managers (SAMs) on the first day. Our intention is to support with any barriers to 

remote learning and find a solution for this. If SAMs are unable to make contact with the pupils 

within 24hrs they will refer to the EWO for further escalation. The EWO will contact the family 

via phone and if this is unsuccessful make a home visit. It is imperative that parents/carers and 

pupils maintain contact with the Academy to prevent further escalation. 
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if 

there are concerns? 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 

individual children. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this section, please set out briefly: 

Teachers will provide a weekly summary of your child’s engagement alongside the scores of 

any practice tests or quizzes they have taken.  A brief comment will also be provided, as is the 

current practice with the Home Learning Diaries.  

Teachers, LSAs and SAMs will work together to identify and support pupils and parents whose 

engagement is causing concern.   

For secondary, as above, attendance is tracked for each ‘live’ lesson throughout the school 

day (AM tutorial and five timetabled lessons).  

If your child is not attending the ‘live’ sessions, this triggers contact with you by a member of 

the pastoral team in order to establish what the barrier to learning might be and offer help 

and solutions for this. We are committed to ensuring your child feels confident and able to 

complete their remote learning and will work with you to understand why this might not 

currently be happening.  

For many online activities, e.g. Sumdog and Times Tables Rockstars, instant feedback is 

provided automatically and tasks are adjusted to reflect this.  

Primary teachers will ask for at least one piece of written work to be submitted each week by 

email (typed or scanned) and feedback will be provided in your weekly summary email.  

The daily ‘pupil forums’ provide ongoing opportunities to discuss strong pieces of work which 

can be used as exemplars for future work. 

At KS3, for English and Maths, pupils will be asked to submit one main piece of work per week, 

via their class Team for English and via Sparx for Maths. For other subjects, this will be at least 

once per fortnight. At KS4, pupils will be asked to submit one main piece of work per week, 

mostly via their class Team. 

 

In addition to the ‘main’ piece of work, pupils will complete interleaving quizzes to check their 

understanding of key knowledge as part of their ‘live’ lessons, providing them and their 

teacher with feedback. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to 

access remote education? 

 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, 

how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due 

to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education differ 

from the approaches described above?  

 

In the event of primary-aged pupils showing Covid-related symptoms and who are therefore 

learning from home, parents will be provided with the Covid Contingency Curriculum Maps 

via group email.   

Each subject has online links to lessons, resources, activities and games which exactly 

replicate, or closely match the objectives planned for school-based classes at this time.  

Parents and pupils will be able to click directly on the links and be taken to a specific lesson or 

to the unit overview where they can pick up from the point at which they left school.  

Teachers will make contact with these parents and pupils through a phone call or virtual 

meeting at the earliest opportunity to ensure that the pupil and parent know what is 

expected of them during their time away from school.  Regular follow-up and support calls will 

be provided by a member of the primary teaching or LSA teams.   

 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults 

at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with 

parents and carers to support those pupils. Pupils unable to engage in remote education 

effectively, such as due to a lack of devices or a space to study, might be considered 

vulnerable. 

Vulnerable children and young people and the children of key workers would continue to 

attend on-site provision; the Academy will prioritise and encourage their full-time attendance, 

working with relevant individuals and agencies. This is to ensure that they are able to have the 

support they need for completing their learning. In line with inclusive practice and the 

Graduated Response, pupils at SEND ‘E’ or ‘K’ receive quality first teaching and provision 

supported by pre-teaching and small-group intervention; this continues on-site. 

Where these measures have been followed but the parent still wishes their child to be absent, 

the Academy will agree via an application for a leave of absence for the weeks the pupil’s 

group is scheduled. 
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If your child is self isolating, they will be provided with access to learning via a single PDF 

booklet which follows the mapped curriculum for every subject for the current Cycle of 

learning. Learning is purposeful, meaningful and ambitious, using high-quality, commercially-

available resources for specialist subject teaching which, if completed, will minimise disruption 

to their learning once the self-isolation period has been completed. 

 Each subject is laid out as: 

• A lesson-by-lesson focus and linked work  

• A section of the knowledge organiser to work on, if relevant to the subject (see next 

pages) 

• A link to the lesson or online resources (these can be watched on a smartphone; a 

laptop is not a requirement) 

• A task to complete to email to their teacher once finished for feedback  

 

You will be told what week we are on when the work booklet is emailed through to you and 

your child.  

 

Either your child’s tutor or a member of the pastoral team will be in touch every two days to 

check how they are doing with their learning and to offer any support, as required. Your child 

will be able to join the AM tutorial session with their tutor group via Microsoft Teams every day. 

 


